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25th September 2026 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope that you have had a great week.  This week, we have had the launch of lots of new 

clubs, including rugby club, netball club, big band, choir, art club, robotics, badminton and 

drama. Clubs are one of the things that make school special and we aim to offer clubs for 

everyone. If there's a club that students want to see, we always do our best to run it.  

 

We've also had our Open Evening, where we welcomed future members of our school 

community. We had a record turnout on Wednesday, and the visitors were really impressed 

by the amazing student ambassadors who supported us on the evening. 

 

On top of all that, our House Assemblies have been running all week. House activities are a 

great way to develop belonging in school. Currently Butterfield are our House Points leaders 

so rival House Champions are busy plotting ways to get back in the lead!! 

 

Next week, we have an INSET day on Friday 2nd October, which means no children are in 

school, but before that we welcome Year 5 and 6 students for an inclusive sports festival 

run by our amazing Sports and Health team, supported by some of our student sports 

leaders. 

 

Key Dates 

There are some important dates to be aware of this term. Please make sure you put these 

dates in your diary.  

   

• Year 11 Mock Exam Information Evening – Thursday 22nd October 6.15-7pm  

• Year 10 Mock Exam Information Evening – Tuesday 25th May 2027 6.15-7pm  

 

Parent Subject Consultation Evenings 

The dates for these through the year are as follows: 

• Year 7 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 12th November 3.30 – 7pm   

• Year 8 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 11th March 2027 3.30 – 

7pm    

• Year 9 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 25th February 2027 3.30 – 

7pm   

• Year 10 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 26th November 3.30 – 7pm   



   
 

   
 

• Year 11 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 8th October and Thursday 

21st January and 3.30 – 7pm   

 

    

Please also note the following date:  

  

Year 9 Options Evening – Wednesday 10th February 2027 6 – 7.30pm   

To help parents and children decide together which options subjects/GCSEs they might 

choose to take over the next two years in school.   

 

Teaching and Learning/Curriculum - Enrichment opportunities 

At Orchard School, we are excited to launch another year of enrichment opportunities for 

our students. Did you know that we run enrichment sessions within the school day for Key 

Stage 3 students?  This term, for example, they are all learning British Sign Language as a 

new skill focussed on inclusive communication.  After that, students will have the 

opportunity to vote on a range of Monday afternoon activities on offer.  It’s a great way 

for them to have dedicated time for building their resilience, independence and 

teamworking skills. 

Safeguarding – Keeping Young People Safe Online 

As our children spend increasing amounts of time communicating through social media, 

messaging apps, gaming and live-streaming platforms, it is important that we continue to 

talk openly with them about the risk of online grooming and exploitation. 

 

Grooming can sometimes be difficult to recognise. It may begin with someone offering 

friendship, attention, gifts or a sense of belonging before gradually encouraging a young 

person to share personal information, images or engage in behaviour that makes them 

uncomfortable. Bristol safeguarding services remind us that exploitation can affect any 

child and can take place both online and in the wider community. 

 

We encourage families to regularly talk with their child about who they are 

communicating with online, remind them never to feel pressured into sharing images or 

personal information, and reassure them that they can always speak to a trusted adult if 

something online worries them. 

 

Avon and Somerset Police are running a free online session for parents and carers on 

Tuesday 29th September, 7:00–8:30pm, providing practical advice on recognising warning 

signs and helping children stay safe online. 

Find out more and access the parent/carer session 

 

If you are worried about something affecting your child, please contact the school’s 

safeguarding team so that we can support you. 

safeguardingosb@orchard.ampedu.co.uk 

https://www.bristolsafeguardingineducation.org/news/keeping-your-child-safe-online-from-grooming-and-exploitation/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:safeguardingosb@orchard.ampedu.co.uk


   
 

   
 

 

Orchard Loves Reading!  

Orchard School is proud to be a school that reads. We value reading because reading 

underpins all other areas of academic and social development. We have structured our 

day and curriculum to give our students daily opportunities to read high-quality texts; for 

example, students read in morning registration every day, students use a reading ruler to 

support active reading, KS3 students have fortnightly library lessons to support interest and 

choice, and some students are offered targeted reading interventions to help bring their 

reading age in line with their chronological age. 

Orchard now subscribes to Sora, a digital library that provides all students with free access 

to a curated collection of eBooks (including manga), audiobooks, and digital magazines, 

with thousands of titles available – plus new books being added all the time. Studies show 

that eBooks and audiobooks can make reading easier, more accessible, and more 

enjoyable for young people. We are very excited to provide this new opportunity for our 

students, and we will be encouraging them to explore the resource at home, or in school 

during library lessons. Students can access Sora via mobile phone, tablet, or computer: 

simply download the free Sora app or visit the browser version at soraapp.com, and then 

log in using school email address and password. A leaflet is attached with more 

information. 

Support with reading doesn't stop at secondary school. Your child will continue to benefit 

from your input all the way through their school life. We suggest that you can support at 

home using 'Talk, Choose, Read': 

• Talk about your child's reading with them 

• Choose books to read for pleasure or interest with your child 

• Read together 

For more suggestions and support please visit the 'Library and Reading' page on our 

school website.  Orchard School - Library & Reading 

 

Clubs – Term 1 

We are really proud of our personal development offer at Orchard, where we run a whole 

host of clubs and enrichment activities for our students.  These are not only good for 

pupils’ physical wellbeing, but also their mental health, as they are a great way for 

children to learn new skills and, most importantly, develop lasting friendships.  Below is a 

link showing the clubs on offer from next week - please do encourage your child to come 

along. We will be adding more in the weeks to come and will inform you of the new 

additions.  Here is a link to where clubs are listed on the website: Orchard School - Clubs 

and Enrichment 

https://www.orchard.amplifyeducation.co.uk/Library-and-Reading/
https://www.orchard.amplifyeducation.co.uk/Clubs-and-enrichment/
https://www.orchard.amplifyeducation.co.uk/Clubs-and-enrichment/


   
 

   
 

 

Attendance 

The first few weeks of the school year are crucial in establishing positive habits and routines 

that support success throughout the year. Regular attendance and good punctuality from 

the very start help students build strong relationships with staff and peers, settle quickly into 

learning, and avoid gaps in knowledge. We ask for your support in ensuring your child 

attends school every day and arrives on time, as excellent attendance in these early weeks 

sets the tone for a positive and successful year ahead. 

 

Filton Road Gate – Advance Notice! 

Due to some pathway repairs, the Filton Road gate’s pedestrian entrance will not be 

opened on 30th September or 1st October. Students will need to enter either via Northwick 

Road or the main visitor pedestrian entrance. Thank you for your understanding whilst we 

make essential site repairs.  

 

Community Events 

The Term 1 SEND parent/carer survey is live and families of students on the SEND register 

have been invited to complete it, via e-mail. We welcome your feedback! 

 

The Ardadgh Community Plant Nursery is taking place on Saturday 26th September, 

10am- 2pm and will be selling locally grown plants and seeds. 

 

A reminder of the remaining sessions coming up with Bristol Parent Carer Forum:  

 
 

https://theardagh.com/event/ardagh-community-plant-nursery/


   
 

   
 

Wishing you a lovely weekend. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Melanie Sweet, Headteacher  

  

 


