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18th September 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope that you have had a great week.  Here at Orchard, we have had a busy first 

week with students settling quickly into the new school year.  Clubs have started up 

again, led as always by breakfast club and homework club each day.  House 

Champions ran a series of lunchtime activities last week, the result of which is that 

Avalon House already has an early lead in the House Points Competition. Every House 

Point that students earn contributes towards their House total. 

 

Next week, children can take advantage of the fact that Trading Card Game club is 

starting again on Wednesday after school in the Learning Resource Centre - a great 

place for students to learn the complexities of Pokemon! Sports fixtures and clubs will 

be starting in the next few weeks, and we’ll be sure to let you know about each one, 

including all the wins! As clubs are added we will update you via this letter and 

through the clubs list on the school website. 

 

Key Dates 

There are some important dates to be aware of this term.  From September we have 

Meet the Tutor Evenings for every year group, an important opportunity to get to know 

the person your child spends time with every day, and with whom, in the first instance, 

you should raise any concerns or support needs. Please make sure you put these dates 

in your diary.  

   

• Open Evening – Wednesday 23rd September 4 – 7pm   

• Year 11 Mock Exam Information Evening – Thursday 22nd October 6.15-7pm  

• Year 10 Mock Exam Information Evening – Tuesday 25th May 2027 6.15-7pm  

 

Parent Subject Consultation Evenings 

The dates for these through the year are as follows: 

• Year 7 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 12th November 3.30 – 

7pm   

• Year 8 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 11th March 2027 3.30 – 

7pm    

• Year 9 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 25th February 2027 3.30 

– 7pm   



   
 

   
 

• Year 10 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 26th November 3.30 – 

7pm   

• Year 11 Parent Subject Consultation Evening – Thursday 8th October and 

Thursday 21st January and 3.30 – 7pm   

 

    

Please also note the following date:  

  

Year 9 Options Evening – Wednesday 10th February 2027 6 – 7.30pm   

To help parents and children decide together which options subjects/GCSEs they 

might choose to take over the next two years in school.   

 

Our Open Evening runs next week, on Wednesday 23rd September 4pm-7pm.  

Please do come along if you have a child in Year 6.  Staff will be on hand 

throughout the evening to update you with information on why Orchard really 

should be your school of choice.  You do not need to book for this; please just come 

along and sign in at reception.  You will be able to take a tour with some of our 

students, if you wish, or you may visit the faculties of your choice.  If you have any 

accessibility requirements, please contact us in advance on 0117 377 2000 so that 

we can support you on arrival.  Further details can be found on our website. 

 

Timetables and Homework:  

Students can access Microsoft Teams by signing in with their school Microsoft 365 

account. They can open the Teams app on a school device, personal computer, 

tablet, or smartphone, or visit teams.microsoft.com in a web browser. Once signed in 

using their school e-mail address (@orchard.ampedu.co.uk) and password, they will 

see their classes (Teams), home learning assignments, lesson resources, and 

announcements from teachers. Students can use Teams to join online lessons, 

access learning materials, submit work, and communicate with staff when 

appropriate. If they are unable to sign in, they should check that they are using their 

correct school login details and speak to their teacher or the school IT support team 

for help. 

 

As a general guide we set: 

 

Year Group Allocation time per subject 

(mins) 

Number of subjects 

7 20 1 or 2 per evening 

8 25 1 or 2 per evening 

9 30 1 or 2 per evening 

 

Homework is set on the following days and software platforms: 

 

mailto:@orchard.ampedu.co.uk


   
 

   
 

Day Subject Set on this Day Platform (where the homework is set) 

Monday Maths Sparx 

Tuesday Science, Humanities Sparx, Seneca 

Wednesday MFL, ADT Seneca 

Thursday Sport & Health, PA Seneca 

Friday English Bedrock 

Generally, at KS4, homework is set as below: 

Year Group Allocation time per subject 

(mins) 

Number of subjects 

10 45 1 or 2 per evening 

11 60 1 or 2 per evening 

 

At KS4, homework is set on the following days and via the format as listed below: 

Day Subject Set on this Day Platform (where the homework is set) 

Monday ADT, Humanities  Seneca, Teams 

Tuesday  Seneca 

Wednesday Science, Sports & Health Seneca, paper copies of past paper 

questions, paper revision booklet 

brought home 

Thursday Maths Sparx 

Friday PA, MFL, English Seneca, paper copies of past paper 

questions, KS4 Homework Booklets, 

Teams 

 

 

Teaching and Learning/Curriculum 

During visits to lessons this week, it has been fantastic to see so many students 

thinking deeply about their learning and refusing to settle for their first attempt. The 

effort and bravery they show in reflecting on their work, responding to feedback 

and making improvements demonstrates real determination and ambition. 

Over the next four weeks, students in Years 7 to 9 will be taking a series of Progress 

Tests in English, Reading, Mathematics and Science. These assessments provide 

students with an opportunity to demonstrate a range of skills and understanding 

across these subjects. They are not tests that require revision and should not be 

viewed as a judgement of a student's ability or potential. 

The information gathered from these assessments is a valuable tool for our staff, 

helping us to better understand each young person's strengths and areas for 

development. This allows teachers to plan future learning effectively and ensure that 

every student receives the support and challenge they need to succeed. 

We would encourage parents and carers to reassure their child that these 

assessments are designed to be low-threat and will be spread across several weeks. 



   
 

   
 

Students should simply try their best, approach each assessment with confidence 

and see them as an opportunity to show what they know and can do. 

Safeguarding 

Keeping Young People Safe Beyond the Home 

 

Safeguarding does not stop at the school or front door. Across Bristol, there is an 

increased focus on ‘Harm Outside the Home’, risks that young people may 

experience within friendship groups, in our community and online. These can include 

exploitation, youth violence, harmful peer relationships, online grooming and 

pressure from others. Bristol’s ‘Safer Connections approach’ recognises that young 

people can sometimes be drawn into harmful situations through relationships that 

initially feel like friendship and belonging. 

  

As a school we encourage parents and carers to stay curious about their child’s 

world. Who are they spending time with? Where are they going? Who are they 

communicating with online? Have there been sudden changes in friendships, 

behaviour, routines or possessions? Open conversations can make it easier for a 

young person to share something that is worrying them. If you have any concerns, 

however small they may seem, please contact Orchard’s safeguarding team so that 

we can work together to keep our young people safe. 

safeguardingosb@orchard.ampedu.co.uk 

 

Clubs – Term 1 

We are really proud of our personal development offer at Orchard, where we run a 

whole host of clubs and enrichment activities for our students.  These are not only 

good for pupils’ physical wellbeing, but also their mental health, as they are a great 

way for children to learn new skills and, most importantly, develop lasting friendships.  

Below is a link showing the clubs on offer from next week - please do encourage 

your child to come along. We will be adding more in the weeks to come and will 

inform you of the new additions.  Here is a link to where clubs are listed on the 

website: Orchard School - Clubs and Enrichment 

 

Uniform 

We reminded all students in our assemblies at the start of term about our uniform 

expectations. A reminder that a school blazer is a compulsory part of our school 

uniform, but a school jumper is optional. This means that students can't opt to wear a 

jumper instead of a blazer. The blazer needs to be worn when students are in corridors, 

and of course can be removed in classrooms if it is warm. Skirts should be knee length, 

and jewellery is limited to one pair of plain studs, one in each ear. Hair should also be 

of a natural hair colour, with bright or unnatural colours. A Yondr pouch should be 

brought to school every day, as part of our uniform policy. Shoes should be all black, 

with no colourful or white soles. Getting these basics right really makes a difference to 

mailto:safeguardingosb@orchard.ampedu.co.uk
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the starts of the day, as students won't need to be challenged about any issues or 

concerns. Every day, tutors are checking uniform and equipment during morning 

registration. Please expect a call from your child's tutor if there is an issue with any 

aspect of this, and please also let us know if we can support at all with obtaining any 

piece of equipment. If a child is late to school, uniform is also checked by the late or 

on-call staff throughout registration and during the day. Your support with getting this 

right is hugely appreciated.  

 

Attendance 

It has been fantastic to see so many of our students back through the doors this week 

and on time. We also reminded students about attendance in assemblies, and that 

96% attendance or below is a cause for concern, as a child will have missed many 

days of learning, which does impact on final GCSE outcomes. This is one of the reasons 

that we are not able to authorise any holidays in term time. Please refer to the school 

website for our term dates, and INSET days, to ensure any holidays are taken during 

school closures, not in term time.  

We refer parents and carers to the NHS guidance Is my child too ill for school? - NHS 

to help you when making decisions about sending your child into school, or not, if they 

are feeling unwell. If you do have to report an absence, our trained staff will suggest 

that your child comes to school as soon as possible if the reason provided is not in line 

with NHS guidance to be off school, e.g. period pains, headaches, coughs and colds. 

Whilst we appreciate these ailments can make people feel not quite at full capacity, 

they are not a reason to not attend school. We are always here to support, so if you 

or your child need support with any barriers with attending school, please reach out 

to your child's pastoral manager as soon as possible.  

 

Free School Meals 

A reminder that there are new criteria and a new application requirement for families 

who are or may be eligible for Free School Meals. From 1st September 2026, all families 

who are in receipt of universal credit are eligible to apply for free school meals. The 

quickest and easiest way to apply is via the Bristol City Council website:  

Free school meals and the pupil premium 

For those who are just joining us in Year 7, please remember that you must make a 

new application as your entitlement no longer rolls over from Primary School. 

For those in Years 8-11, we encourage you to apply as well and will conduct your 

annual entitlement checks automatically; but may be in touch if we require further 

information. 

 

It's not just about the meals... 

Remember that should you be eligible for Targeted Free School Meals, there are other 

benefits that this funding may provide for your children, such as discounts on trips, 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/schools-learning-and-early-years/travel-and-free-school-meals/free-school-meals


   
 

   
 

support with purchasing uniform or equipment and even provision of revision 

resources for Key Stage 4. 

 

Community Events 

Bristol Family Hubs offer a range of support for children of all ages and adults. See 

the North Bristol page for details about local community groups, clubs, parenting 

courses and support services: Bristol Family Hubs 

 

Bristol’s Local Offer - A free online hub containing details of services, support, and 

advice available for children and young people with SEND in Bristol. 

👉 www.bristol.gov.uk/local-offer 

 

Bristol Parent Carers - A charity that support families and provides free peer support, 

information and training for families and opportunities to contribute to the 

development of local SEND services. 

👉 www.bristolparentcarers.org.uk 

 

 
 

Wishing you a lovely weekend. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 
Mel Sweet,  

Headteacher 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-family-hubs
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/local-offer
http://www.bristolparentcarers.org.uk/

